Reaſons humbly offered to the Conſideration of Parliament againft prohibiting the re-tailing of Leather in 
leſs quantities than whole or half- Hides of upper or Sole-Leather , and whole Calve-Skins (unleſs by 
T anners in open Market, or Fairs for Liather _) upon pain of forfeiting the Leatber ſold, and Ten 
Pounas in Money, 


themſelves Poor ) Sh90-makers of Loxdon, and if paſſed, will inevitably tend to the Ruine of all Countrey-Tanners, and the poorer fort ot 
Shoe-makers and Tranjlators which are the moſt numerous part, and will dettroy the Deſign of the Act, which is to encourage Tranſpor- 
tation. 

For if all men that buy Leather in open Market after ſearched and Sealed, ſhall not have liberty to ſell again by Retail in their Shops, or otherwiſe than in 
open Marketz the Conſequence will be, that the Tanners in and about Loxdox who live nigh Leaden-Hall, and can ſtay in the Market as late as they pleaſe, 
and get home without danger or Charge , will have the ſole Monopclize of Tanned-Leather z and the Countrey-Tanners not being able to ſtay in 
the Market to fel! their [lides, Backs, and Skins by piece-meals without great prejudice to their Afﬀairs in the Countrey, moſt of them having Farms to 
to mind, ( which neglected, would tend to their Ruin ) and danger of their Lives and Eſtates by being Rob'd and kill'd upon the Road ( as ſome of them 
travelling late have been ) muſt be forced to {ell their Leather to London Tanners, who knowing the Countrey-Tanners cannot ſtay to Retail the ſame them- 
ſelves 3 and that none may Retail but they, will make uſe of that advantage to compell Countrey-Tanners to (cll to them at what Rates they pleaſe to give, 
and being Maſters thereof will ſet what Price they plcaſe upon the ſame, and make the Exporter give that Price, which if the foreign Market will not bear, 
they cannot do.,and if they do not buy,then they cannot Export 3 And ſo the Deſign of the Ac which is for Exportation will be fruſtrated. And it will alſo be in 
the L14 {5n-Tanncrs to make the poor Manufacturer pay what they pleaſe to demand for, or i:apoſe upon ſuch Leather as they have occation for 3 or cle ler 
them have none to work up, whereby they muſt neceſſarily be undone, and ſhall not be able by thcir Induſtry and Labour to get a livelihood for their Wives 
and Children ; whereas if the Recail Trade be open, as now it is, ( And for above one hundred years laſt paſt hath been without ſo much as one Verdi& ob- 
tained againſt any Retailers, though many have been ſucd for the ſame. ) Then the Countrcy-Tanner when he comes to Town and finds a dull Market needs 
not ſtay himſcit, but employ his Agent or Factor to cit and (ell for him by Retail and allow them as now they do, T welve-pence or Eigthteen-pence a Hide 
tor ſo doing, and fave Charge by returning heme from Market in good time to mind their Countrey-effairs ; And the poor Shoe-maker and Tranſlator will 
be ſerved with whatever they have occafion for at caſy Rates, and not be compelled to buy any more than they have o:calion for, which it they be forced to do, 
they (hall loſe more by what they have no occaſion tor ard muſt not ſcll again, than the profit they expected, or could hope or with to get by 
what the Manufacturing of what they have occalion for will amount unto. And it is humbly offered, That if all men that buy Leather may be free to (el 
ic 3g1in by Whole ſale or Retail,then if one inhaunceth the Price of the Commodity, another to get his Cuſtomer will under-ſell him, and fo one ſtrive to un- 
d.r-i.ll another to procure to themmſclves a Trade. But whea the Tanners of Loxdox have the Sale Retail, they being few, and all Leather coming through 
their hands may ſet what Rate th:y pleaſe upon the ſame; and is is a meer Defign and Combination between them and the Rich Shoe-makers of London to pre- 
vent the poorer fort from having any Leather by Retail but in open Market, which is but once or twice in a week at molt, and then only in Leadex-Hall 
tor all London, Wellminfler, Sogthwark and Middleſex, and ten miles about: And thereby to force them to become Journcy-men 3 and to work to their Shops, 
which they mult do or be ldle, and ſtarve; and the Rich Shoe-maker knowing this to be their condition will not only get tFe edvantage the poor ſhould do by 
fitting their Cuſiomers, which for want of Leather, will be forced from them ; but will (ce what low rate they plcale, upon the poor's work they do 
for them 3 and it every poor man who is not able to buy a whole Back Hyde or Skin, muſt for every piece of Sole or upper Leather he wants, 
go from Weſiminiter, and other. as remote places, to Leadex-Hall, for the fame, it will coſt him more in going and coming than the profit he expects to 
get by working them up wifl defray: Nevertheleſs chis he muſt do if the Clauſe for Retayling Leather be paſſed as now penned ; And can have 
Leather but one or two days in a week neither, and living remote, andbcing a ſtranger to the Tanners, he cannot be truſted ; whereas now he may 
have LI,cather every day , of what Sort and what Quantity he pleaſeth, and that nigh to him, and be truſted by a Neighbour till he receive his 
money for the Wares he makes up; and if one man (cell tap dear, may go to another : All which Convenicnceis are deſigned to be taken trom them, which 
it done will atterly ruin them. So that it is humbly conceived a free Trade and laying, it open for all men to buy and fc]! Leather by Whole-ſale or Retail will be 
the only way to pormote a forttign and home-Corſumption, and to prevent a Monopoly and the inhancing the Price upon the poor Handicrattsmcn, who 
when the Trade is in few hands muſi be eaten up by thoſe rich that have it. 


I. T* S Clauſe in the At now paſling for continuing Liberty to tranſport Leather is obtained by the Tanners, and ſome Rich ( though they call 


Beſides, a free Trade would keep up the price of Gentlemens bark, which by the Monopoly deſired would be brought down, for it the Countrey-Tan- 
ners by the Reftraint of Retayling be ruined, (as Incvitably for the reaſons aforeſaid, he muſt be) then the Loudon-Tanners being tew may Combine toge- 
ther, ſet what price they pleaſe upon Bark,and force thoſe that have if, to take their Rates for the ſame3 knowing that none but themſelves have occaſion for it. 
And the ſame cf{e& it will have upon Raw-Hides, If Countrey-Tanners be deſtroyed the City-Tanners muſt buy all, and will give but what they pleaſe for 
the ſame, and ſo bring, down the market at their pleaſure, which falls upon the Grafier, and forceth him to ſell his beaſts for lels than he needs: And in 
the cnd the Gentleman pays it by abating his Rent accordingly. | 


Upon, all which conſideration as the Countrey-Tanners hope theyſhall have Liberty to Retail their own Leather by thcir own Factors and 
Agents: 


So the poor STH0omakers humbly pray that the Retail Trade may continue as it is, free and not reſiraincd, or prohibited, with a penalty as is de- 
ligncd by the London-Tanncrs and rich Shoomakers meecrly to ruin and deſtroy the poor. 


Nte 1. There is not a City or great Corporationin Evgland, but hath in it a Retayler or Retaylers of Leather who have no notice of this Bill, but muſt 
withall the poor Handicraftsmcn they furniſh, v2 ruined it this clauſe be paſſed. 


2. That at the Committee the great Clamour was againſt Leather-Cutters, who being called in, none of them would appear though in the Lobby, 
and the reaſon is now diſcovered; tor they being moſt or all of them Shoomakers and having good Stocks combine with the Loudon-Tanners to paſs this 
Act, which it they can obtain, then they will no longer turniſh the poor with Leather as they uſed to do, but force them to beſpeak what Shooes or Boots 
they want for Cuſiomers of tkem, and fo the Cutters {hall make the advantage of the Leather, and employ, and pay the poor Shoe-makers what they pleaſe for 
Mauutacturing, thercof. | 


